Hepatotoxicity of diazepam. Structural and trace metal studies in rat.
Studies of effects of diazepam on liver parenchyma are very scanty. In this study, adult albino rats were treated with diazepam in two different doses (0.25 mg and 0.30 mg/kg body wt) daily for 30 and 60 d. Through light microscopy and electron microscopy, prenecrotic and necrotic changes were noted in the high-dose group. Trace metal analysis indicated that zinc (Zn) was reduced by 30 and 60 day under both the doses, whereas iron (Fe) and copper (Cu) were reduced significantly in these groups only after 60 d of treatment. This reduction in metal contents may have some correlations with necrotic changes in liver parenchyma.